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	“All art is at once surface and symbol. Those who go beneath the surface do so at their peril. Those who read the symbol do so at their peril. It is the spectator, and not life, that art really mirrors. Diversity of opinion about a work of art shows that the work is new, complex, and vital.”(page 2).  Wilde felt that creating art was only half of the experience, the other half of art is the ability of the viewing public to give meaning to the work from their own perspective. The Picture of Dorian Gray is written by Oscar Wilde, it is his only novel. It is arguably Wilde’s most famous work in the present era, however, during his lifetime he was famous for his dramatic works for the stage. Oscar Wilde was an Irish writer who wrote a novel, poems, and plays during the 1800’s. Wilde an aesthetic has a writing style in which he wrote about beauty and its importance in society. In The Picture of Dorian Gray this subject is addressed frequently. The novel is set in London during the late 1800’s. Dorian Gray is a very handsome man, all be it his looks are both a gift and a curse. He is being painted by his good friend Basil Hallward who is an artist. Basil introduces Dorian to Lord Henry Wotton. This will ultimately lead to Dorian’s downfall. Lord Henry, with his hedonistic lifestyle, begins to influence Dorian to indulge in those things in life because which are pleasurable but not accepted by society. Early in the novel Dorian falls in love with Sibyl Vane. The relationship between Dorian and Sibyl does not last long, as Lord Wotton tells Dorian to test her, she is no different – all women are alike. Once Dorian has been intimate with Sybil, she no longer interests him, and he tells her the wedding is off.  She is so depressed by what has happened that she commits suicide. After which, Dorian for the next eighteen years, indulges in every evil sin the comes his way. He realizes that his portrait is bearing the brunt of his lifestyle.  It shows every evil deed he has done.  He himself has remained young and handsome while his portrait has aged. He tries to change his life but it has become impossible. He meets up with Basil in hope that he can fix it. It looked even worse than it had looked before. This made Dorian very angry and he took a knife and stabbed Basil with it. Then he took that knife and ripped a hole in the painting. He did not know that by ripping a hole in the painting that he would end up killing himself. The painting releasing all of the wickedness of years was magically restored to its original appearance and Dorian was no long youthful and handsome, his visage was a true reflection of himself. 
	  “Every portrait that is painted with feeling is a portrait of the artist, not of the sitter. The sitter is merely the accident, the occasion. It is not he who is revealed by the painter; it is rather the painter who, on the colored canvas, reveals himself. The reason I will not exhibit this picture is that I am afraid that I have shown in it the secret of my own soul.”(ch1).  Basil is saying that he does not want to show off his painting because he put too much of his own soul into the painting and he wishes to keep this part of him a secret. This is one of the purposes of art.  “Someday, when you are old and wrinkled and ugly, when thought has seared your forehead with its lines, and passion branded your lips with its hideous fires, you will feel it, you will feel it terribly. Now, wherever you go, you charm the world. Will it always be so? . . . You have a wonderfully beautiful face, Mr. Gray. Don't frown. You have. And beauty is a form of genius -- is higher, indeed, than genius, as it needs no explanation.”(ch2). Lord Henry, who is a sensualist and extremely superficial, holds that the supremacy of youth and beauty are paramount, because he tells Dorian that once he loses his good looks and boyish charm, life will no longer be worth living. This makes Dorian ponder his life as he ruminates about getting older. “Every moment of his lonely childhood came back to him as he looked round. He recalled the stainless purity of his boyish life, and it seemed horrible to him that it was here the fatal portrait was to be hidden away. How little he had thought, in those dead days, of all that was in store for him!” (ch10). Lord Wotton influence has negative consequences for Dorian. He wants to return to when he was pure, before he was influenced by the people around him that were busy seeking pleasure. "I like persons better than principles, and I like persons with no principles better than anything else in the world."(ch1). This is the superficial behavior of society, looking at the outer appearance instead of the soul of the person. Lord Henry is supposed to be high class, reflecting morality and principles, but that is all just an act that he puts on because he likes people that don’t have principals. It shows how fake people can be just to fit in with others and be popular. 
	The story shows how the characters commit the seven deadly sins. "They had stirred him at the time, and now as he stood gazing at the shadow of his own loveliness, the full reality of the description flashed across him." (ch2). This shows the sin of vanity starting to grow inside of Dorian because he feels that he is so in love with his own image that he just stands around looking at himself. "Never marry at all, Dorian. Men marry because they are tired; women, because they are curious: both are disappointed." (ch4). Lord Henry believes in lust because he is telling Dorian that in his own personal experience he has realized that marriage and the concept of love are poisons. He tells Dorian this advice because he sees him becoming really serious about Sibyl Vane.  “Moderation is a fatal thing. Enough is as bad as a meal. More than enough is as good as a feast.”(ch15). This is about the sin of gluttony because it is expressing how being moderate is not a good thing because it does not give a satisfying and pleasurable feeling as having more than you actually need.  "He had two large town houses, but preferred to live in chambers as it was less trouble, and took most of his meals at his club." (ch3). In this quote we can see that Lord Henry committing avarice because he does not actually need two town houses; he just owns them because he wants more houses. This means he is greedy. “Yet it was not this alone that made him gloomy and morose."(ch5). James Vane is feeling a little down which is the sin of sloth in a way because he does not really get to spend time with his sister Sibyl like he used to. " Hallward was thunderstruck. He looked at Dorian Gray in absolute amazement. He had never seen him like this before. The lad was actually pallid with rage. His hands were clenched, and the pupils of his eyes were like disks of blue fire. He was trembling all over." (ch9). This shows the sin of wrath because Dorian is getting mad at Basil for trying to look at the picture. Dorian is so angered that Basil is in amazement because he has never seen such a terrible look on Dorian before. "In Sibyl’s own room they parted. There was jealousy in the lad's heart, and a fierce, murderous hatred of his stranger who, as it seemed to him, had come between them." (ch5). This is when James Vane is saying goodbye to his sister because Dorian is now the only person she wants to be with. This means Sibyl no longer has time for her family. So James is envying Dorian’s time he spends with her. 
	In conclusion, Allan Campbell was contained by Dorian Gray through blackmail and he helped Dorian get rid of Basil. James Vane met Dorian Gray on the street when he returned from another crazy night at the club. Dorian passed out because of his own image. It meant that he needed to change. Lord Henry asked Dorian if he wanted to join him to go to a party. The final scene of the play symbolized that youth can only stay for so long and no matter how much a person runs away from it, death will catch up to them eventually. It is an inevitable stage in the circle life.
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